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to his crimes, before lie started, by committing
several cold-blooded murders.

Aquimin, the young Zaque, had succeeded his
uncle in little else than the love and devotion of
his people. When the Captain Suarez Bondonl
founded the Spanish city of Tunja, seventy-five miles
north-east of Bogota, he had seized the Zaque's
palace and land to divide amongst the new citizens.
This was on August 6, 1539. But the young
Prince had shown no resentment at this robbery,
and no hostility to the Spaniards. He was beloved
by the people for his charming manner, his charity
and generosity. Hernan Perez resolved to murder
Aquimin, the last of the Zaques, and he came to
Tunja and had him seized and beheaded. He gave
no reason except that it was as well to make all
safe while he was away. Even the hardened
citizens of Bogota and Tunja were shocked at this
cold-blooded injustice, and when Hernan Perez was
struck by lightning some years afterwards it was
looked upon as a judgment. Not content with the
murder of the Zaque, he also caused to be killed
the chiefs of Samaca, Turmeque, Boyaca, and

1 The name Rondon (a watchman, or one who goes the rounds)
is said to have been added to the name of his ancestor by King
Alfonso XI, after the taking of Algesiras.